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PREFACE 

The FOREMOST Conference has been a meeting point for academics, entrepreneurs, civil 

society representatives and students; a great opportunity for presenting recent research 

outcomes, and also for exchanging views about the future of entrepreneurship in Greece, with 

reference to the current economic crisis, from both the perspectives of theory and practice. 

Moreover, participants in the Conference highlighted the gender issue and the 

multidimensional nature of entrepreneurship bringing forward the potential of 

interdisciplinary research in the entrepreneurship field.  

Contributors to the conference explored entrepreneurial intentions, analyzed the concept of 

the entrepreneur in relation to gender, investigated the role that education can play in the 

development of entrepreneurial skills, presented useful tools for female entrepreneurs and 

shared ñhands onò experiences. In addition, an entrepreneurial state strategy was introduced 

as a way for states to evade crisis.  

I find it hard to put into few words the rich discussions that took place in all the sessions and 

the lively debates that the exchange of meaningful ideas always sparks off. However, I shall 

try to offer a brief overview of the Conferenceôs conclusions. First, all the participants 

underlined the critical role that entrepreneurship can play in turbulent times. Second, it was 

stressed that a broader understanding of both the concepts of entrepreneurship and the 

entrepreneur will promote not only economic growth and prosperity, but also social 

development and progress. Finally, there was a consensus among the participants, that 

although more and more people recognize the importance of entrepreneurship, there is a need 

for a mentality change, as well as, for reforms in the institutional framework for an 

entrepreneurial culture and an entrepreneurial ecosystem to grow successfully. To this 

background, research outcomes can be useful tools in the hands of policy makers.    

All in all, the FOREMOST Conference has been a fruitful initiative. It brought together 

people from different backgrounds, who not only presented research outcomes and personal 

experiences, but also shared their passion about entrepreneurship and their willingness to 

bring about changes either in their research fields, in the case of academics, or in practice, in 

the case of the entrepreneurs, or in policies, acting all together and in tandem as policy 

entrepreneurs.    
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- UNIVERSITY OF CRETE /Department of Psychology 

Konstantinos Kafetsios, Professor, University of Crete, Greece 

- UNIVERSITY OF MACEDONIA /Department of Balkan, Slavic and Oriental 

Studies 

Aikaterini Sarri, Professor, Director of the Entrepreneurship Lab 

Anastasios Panopoulos, Assistant Professor  

- ERGANI CENTER  

Parthenopi Sourmaidou, Director 
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